
Jeffrey Search Notes 
15 May 2017 

 
 
Search Objective 
 
The purpose of this search is to investigate a Jeffrey line which has a positive Y-DNA match 
to that of Andrew Jeffrey (1800-1863), born in Foulden, Berwickshire. This line is currently 
represented by Donald William Jeffrey, and the starting point in the Scottish records for the 
family is William Jeffrey, born on 17 March 1890 at Inveresk, Midlothian, son of John Jeffrey 
and his wife Jane Hunter. 
 
 
John Jeffrey and his wife Jane Hunter 
 
John and his wife Jane appear in the census returns in 1881, 1891 and 1901, which tells us 
that John was born about 1847-1850 in Chirnside Parish, Berwickshire. The marriage 
certificate of John and Jane, on 22 May 1847 at Gladsmuir, East Lothian, shows that John’s 
parents were Peter Jeffrey, blacksmith, deceased and his wife Janet Hastie. 
 
 
Peter Jeffrey and his wife Janet Hastie 
 
Peter and Janet appear in the 1851 census at 259 High Street, Glasgow. The census entry 
confirms that their son John was born about 1847 in Chirnside Parish, and also tells us that 
Peter was born about 1806, also in Chirnside. 
 
Unfortunately, no death record for Peter has been found, although we do know from later 
census records that he was deceased by 1861. As the Scottish civil registration of deaths is 
comprehensive, it is almost certain that he did not die in Scotland between 1855 (the year 
civil registration commenced) and 1861. A death record in the March quarter of 1851 in 
Berwick-on-Tweed, Northumberland can be ruled out: this Peter Jeffrey was 75 years of age 
at his death so is not the correct individual. Another son of Peter and Janet, named James 
Jeffrey, was recorded in the 1861 census at 8 years of age, born about 1852-1853, so we 
can conclude that Peter likely survived at least a year after the 1851 census. He may have 
died in Glasgow, and his pregnant wife may have returned to Berwickshire; or the entire 
family may have returned to Berwickshire prior to his death. Unfortunately, death records in 
Scotland before 1855 are poor, with many parishes not maintaining a register of deaths and 
burials. Searches in the Registers of Testaments, online scanned newspapers, and in 
gravestone inscriptions (Chirnside, Foulden and Cockburnspath) were not successful, apart 
from perhaps this enigmatic worn inscription in Chirnside Churchyard (no. 224), which does 
have the correct name and approximate age: 
 

Peter Jeffrey ?— and fewer in — d. 5 — — 49 yrs. 
 



This means that there is some room for doubt over Peter’s parentage. However, we do 
believe it is very likely indeed that he is one and the same as Peter Jeffrey, born 17 January 
1805 at Chirnside. Interestingly, the baptism entry (copy supplied - 
OPR730_000_0020_0062Z) notes that Peter was baptised by a Cameronian (or Reformed 
Presbyterian) minister. This goes some way to explaining why entries may be missing from 
the Old Parish Register, which was the register kept by the established Church of Scotland. 
 
 
Peter Jeffrey and his wife Janet Forman 
 
Peter and Janet were married on 9 December 1792 at Ayton, Berwickshire (copy supplied - 
OPR727_000_0010_0200Z). Unfortunately, the entry does not supply any extra information 
about Peter and Janet. We also have a gravestone inscription (no. 263) in Chirnside 
Churchyard: 
 

Ceatherine Steel spouse to Andreu Jafery 19.3.1776 40 yrs. Andrew Jeffery smith and 
feuar in Chirnside 12.2.1810 76yrs. son Peter Jeffrey 1811 49 yrs. 

 
This Peter may well be the husband of Janet Forman, as she may have survived Peter for 
many years and was not subsequently recorded on the gravestone. 
 
We know that  Peter and Janet had the following children born at Chirnside: Janet (1794), 
Andrew (1796), John (1799), Catherine (1802) and Peter (1805). With the Scottish naming 
pattern in mind, we would predict that Peter’s parents would be named Andrew and 
Catherine, which fits perfectly with the gravestone above. 
 
The 1841 census of Chirnside is interesting (copy supplied - C1841_730_002_0003), as we 
see three Jeffrey households listed in sequence: Andrew Jeffrey (aged 45) and his wife 
Margaret, with an elderly woman Janet Jeffrey (aged 75) in the house; Peter Jeffrey (aged 
36) and his wife Janet; and finally John Jeffrey (aged 42) and his wife Ann. These are surely 
the three sons of Peter Jeffrey and his wife Janet Forman listed above, and the elderly 
woman Janet Jeffrey residing with Andrew Jeffrey is very likely to be his mother Janet 
Forman.  
 
 
Conclusions 
 
In view of all of the above, we can conclude it is very likely that Donald William Jeffrey is a 
direct descendant of Andrew Jeffrey and his wife Catherine Steel. Previous searches on the 
ancestry of Jim Jeffrey, focusing on the elusive William Jeffrey, husband of Mary Lyall, 
identified Andrew Jeffrey and his wife Catherine Steel as likely candidates to be his parents. 
Interestingly the witnesses to the baptism of William and Mary’s son Andrew (born 17 
February 1800 at Foulden) were Andrew Jeffrey and Peter Jeffrey: could these be Andrew 
Jeffrey (1733 -1810) as the grandfather of the child, and Peter Jeffrey (1762-1811) as the 
uncle of the child? This certainly seems plausible. 
 



We believe the DNA evidence lends considerable weight to the conclusion that William 
Jeffrey was a brother, likely a younger brother of Peter Jeffrey (1762-1811). Hopefully, 
further evidence will yet come to light which will confirm this hypothesis. 
 
 
 
 


